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Indian, the European who conquered the land, and the Negro
imported for his services, and there are now, in addition to their
pure-blooded descendants, every shade and mixture of the three.
The colour of a man's skin is however of little or no social concern,
and there is an absence of race prejudice which to the Anglo-
Saxon mind is very astonishing. We had the pleasure of visiting
the opera on a gala night at the kind invitation of the British
Consul and his sister, Mr. and Miss Dickie, and saw much
mixture of colouring among the upper classes, The subject of
the opera was romantic and dealt with the early Portuguese
era, the heroine being carried off by Indian raiders. Women
of all shades have a very proper idea of the consideration due
to them, though there would seem to be no reason even to
the most advanced of us why, as was said to be the case, a
negress should consider it beneath her dignity to cany a
message across the road.
The political situation is apparently liable to surprises. At
the principal music-hall, just before our visit, an accident
occurred to the driving-chain of the electric light, causing a
certain amount of clatter; the audience immediately sprang to
their feet, the women shrieked, and there was a general stam-
pede. It had been immediately concluded that the noise was
caused by pistol shots and heralded a revolution.
The economic standing of Pernambuco and the why and
wherefore of its existence are a puzzle to the stranger.   There is
no appearance of any considerable quantity of trade or wealth,
indeed, to judge by the notices displayed, the inhabitants live
principally on mutual doctoring and pulling out each other's
teeth.   The cost of living is nevertheless very high, owing
largely to .the fact that everything seems to be brought from
oveiseas.   Stone for building is conveyed all the way from
Northern Europe, and a Norwegian barque, which lay beside
us, was busy unloading timber at the door of the forests of
BrariL   Even the common articles in use are brought from the
Old World, and the tables of the restaurants are crowded with
imported products, in spite of almost prohibitive tariffs, which
taise the price of a ham, for example, to four or five times its
!valtze.    In addition special prices are at times reserved
s,; tlj-e yacht's steward was allowed to depart without
a packet of cigarettes for which eightpence was

